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PAUL MACKENSEN 


A letter has finally been received from the Rev, Paul J, Mackensen, Jr., United Lutheran 
missionary in Tsingtao, who was arrested early in 1952, and had not been heard from since, A 
letter from his father, dated October 26, states; ‘*Today we received a letter from our son, the 
Rev, Paul J, Mackensen, Jr,, a prisoner in China, It was postmarked Peking (via Red Cross 
Society of China) September Ig, The letter was dated August 11, acknowledging the receipt 
of our letter of June 16, He answered the letter fully. 


‘Of himself he says: ‘But, of course, you are most anxious to know how I am, even 4s I 
was concerned over your well-being. I am well and sound of body, mind and spirit - which 
news from me personally should put an end to any undue worries you may have had,’ He said 
he was thinking of us often daily, especially also on festival occasions of the church and family, 
giving specific dates, as if to let us know that his mind was clear and he was able to keep track 
of time. He closed thus; ‘Let Psalm 23 be the close of my message, Until the next time much, 


love, Paul,*’’ 


INTERNATIONAL REVIEW OF MISSIONS 


The last two numbers of this magazine have a number of items of special interest to China 
missionaries, The July number has an article by Dr, Wilhelm Seufert, formerly with the Deut- 
sche Ostasien Mission in Tsingtao, on the subject The End of Missionary Work in China? He 
recommends that mission boards should jointly set up a China study commission to preserve and 
promote the traditions of the former China mission, and to adjust itself to the demands of the 
new situation, This Commission would keep the West up-to-date in Chinese linguistic studiés, 
provide the West with information about Christian activities in China, and prepare Greek and 
Hebrew lexiconic material in Chinese to enable the Chinese church to make for itself a more 
adequate version of the Bible, The reason for this last specific suggestion is that when after a 
score or more of years contacts with the Chinese church may again be established, that church 
will have so changed that our common interest in understanding the Bible may be our only point 
of contact, | 


The July number also has a severe review of Stockwell's With God in Red China, 

The October number has no article of special China interest, but reviews several books our 
readers will be interested in, The journals of Matthew Ricci, 1583-1610, have been translated 
into English under the title, China in the Sixteenth Century, and published by Random House. 
The late Dr, K, L, Reichelt’s book, Meditation and Piety in the Far East, has now been trans- 
lated into English by Dr, Sverre Holth and published by Lutterworth Press, London, Chow Yih- 
ching has written La Philosophie Morale Dans le Neo-Confucianisme, a study of the thought of 
Tcheou Touen-yi (Chou Tun-i), This isa doctoral thesis presented at the Sorbonne, It is re- 
viewed approvingly by E. R. Hughes, Then there is brief mention of several social and histori- 
cal studies, 


Issued about 20 times a year to keep mission boards and missionaries informed cn Christian work 
China, ANNUAL RATES; Domestic, $2.00; Overseas, Firstclass $4.00, Secondclass $3.00, 
irmail $5.00 in 15 cent zone, $7,00 in 25 cent zone, Please send payments as due, 
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PAUL EBERHART’S REPORT 


Rev, Paul Eberhart, a young French pastor, visited China during the past summer, On his 3 
return he wrote the following letter to Dr, Robert C, Mackie, Associate General Secretary of 


‘the World Council of Churches: 


Lyon, September 17, 1954 ea 
Dear Sir: 
~ On my return from the visit to China of which I informed you before my departure, | am not. 


glad to be able to state that I have had very rich contacts with the Chinese Protestant Church, 

I transmitted to them the greetings of the World Council of Churches, ‘in accordance with your 

request, Chit 
I plan to write a number of articles about my trip, but now first I will give you the gist of 

my impressions, 


Thanks to an Associate Secretary of the YMCA, who turned out to have been one of the — 
Chinese delegates to the congress of the World’s Federation of Democratic Youth, I was able to sa , 
get into contact with important church leaders, We had a meeting together in the Peking 
YMCA, without interpreter, a meeting of Christian observers from Scandinavia, England, Ger- 
many, as well as myself, with the following persons; Dr. T, C. Chao; Bishop Robin Chen, [an 
Chairman of the Council of the Episcopal Church; Y, T. Wu, a layman, chairman of the ser 
national commission of administration and evangelization for the churches of China; Dr, Marcus 
Cheng, President of Chungking Theological Seminary; Rev. C, W. Li, pastor of Community 
Church, Shanghai; Miss Cora Deng, National Secretary of YWCA; Miss Cheng Wen-ren, Secre- 
tary of the Peking YWCA; Kao Shao-jen, Secretary of the Peking YMCA; Rev, Newton Chiang, one 
| Vice-president, Yenching Theological Seminary; Chao Fu-san, Secretary of the North China reha 
2 Diocese of the Episcopal Church; Li Shou-pao, Associate General Secretary of the national — 
committee of the YMCA, Gon 
As a result of this meeting Dr, T. C, Chao gave me at my request a written message for ox 


the churches of France and the West. I will send the original of this to President Boegner. 


I took part in a Sunday worship service in a Congregational Church in Peking, and in an 
Episcopal Church in Shanghai, 


The meeting in Peking lasted four hours, We had also a similar meeting in Shanghai, 
much less formal, with a score of pastors and laymen and one bishop. 


From these contacts I have gained the following principal impressions, The Church in 
China considers that it enjoys complete liberty, that is to say, in its preaching, its evangeli- 
zation, its dealing with youth, and its publications, All conflicts which have arisen between — 
the church and the government have been satisfactorily settled.. In a meeting with Vice-presi- 
dent Chou En-lai, Dr, T, C, Chao was given the assurance that the new China would not repeat Yale 


the errors committed by Russia regarding religion, for religion would naturally disappear as a insti 
result of Marxism, When Dr, T, C, Chao replied that he thought the exact opposite, that is to 

Say, that once Communism is established religion will be more necessary than ever for the 
people, Chou En-lai smiled and answered his interlocutor that we would wait and see, and if -s 


religion appears really necessary for the people at that time, there would not be any reason to 
seek its disappearance, 


| I found the Chinese Christians very reserved in their attitude toward the citizens of western now 
countries, They think that Americans are their enemies and they look with suspicion upon 
their alliance with Chiang Kai-shek, They condemned the similarity of the World Council 


position with that of American propaganda, I also found Chinese Christians very outspoken Chi 
| regarding the independence of their country, and especially as against the countries of the — Con 
| West, They have made their own judgment on the missionaries, of whom certain, as they as- can 
; sured us, had been spies, others were unconscious advocates of their own civilization, with 4 Mor 


superiority complex towards China, and a small number were real friends of the Chinese people. 
/ Although they gratefully acknowledged that the missionaries had brought them the Gospel, they 
considered that the time for missionary work in China was now past, and that it was now the 
duty‘ of Chinese Christians to preach Jesus Christ in China. 


Our Chinese co-religionists think they have no illusions about Communist ideology. At '"¢ 
same time they add the following conclusions: 


1, What has happened in China is such a miracle for the material well-being of the pr 
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that we cannot honestly do anything else but regard the present government as the instrument of 
od, Communism is a judgment upon China, but God in His mercy has given this judgment an 
spect of love, 


2. We are not able on the basis of our objection to Marxist ideology to oppose the actions 
of a government which for eight years has kept all its promises to us, And now we have a 
Constitution which makes a separate promise of freedom of opinion, one article treating of 
freedom of opinion, and another about freedom of religion, The new constitution of China does 
not contain at present any reference to anti-religious propaganda, 


3. Marx, in describing the conditions which will continue on in a communist state, always 
said that the conditions of application will be different in different places, Now, we are in 
China, 


I should add to this, to aid in understanding the position of the Chinese church, that the 
national bourgeoisie remains in place, that capitalists will possess their businesses for twenty 
years more, with 25% of the income, and that the YMCA has kept the same board of directors 
made up of bankers and men of affairs, 


I am only able here in this letter to give a rough outline of what I have to report, Of course 
I am at your disposal for any other details you may wish, In particular, if a copy of the three 
sermons I preached in China would be useful to you, I shall be glad to send you a copy of them, 


Sincerely yours, Paul Eberhart 


It is likely that the conversation referred to between Chou En-lai and Dr, ‘T, C, Chao was 
one that took place in the early days of the Communist Government, and not since Dr, Chao’s 
rehabilitation, As to the letter as a whole, one comment by a keen observer, a former China 
missionary, is, ‘**It looks like the official line right straight through, with no penetrating ques- 
tions from the visitor, and no unexpected revelations by the visited, All the people involved 
are those whom the government regularly uses for these purposes, whom they regard as reliable 
(except Chao? Yet he didn’t seem to say anything out of line),’’ 


NEWS 
In the October 4 Bulletin reference was made to Peh Chia as a missionary whom the Chinese 
list with Morrison and Bridgman as among the early aggressors, Several readers have now 
written to the Bulletin identifying Peh Chia as Dr, Peter Parker, the pioneer medical mission- 
ary of the Baptist church in Canton, Parker was at one time the official U.S, representative in 
China, and has according)y been repeatedly condemned by the Communists, 


Rev, Charles Long, Episcopal (formerly Nanking), is now representing his Board, as well as 
Yale in China, in Hong Kong. He is teachiny in Hsimya College (New Asia College), a private 
institution in Hong Kong which Yale in China nas decided to help. 


Rev, Andrew Roy, Presbyterian (formerly Nanking), is now representing his Board in work 
in Hong Kong. During his absence from ths Personnel office of the Presbyterian Board, Rev. 
Sam Moffett (formerly Nankiug, now assigned to <orea) is taking his place, 


Miss Marguerite Atterbury (formerly associated with the Presbyterian Mission at Paoting) is 
now in Taipeh representing ACI (Aid to Refugee Chinese Intellectuals), 


Three Catholic priests arrived in Hong Kong on September 28 after their expulsion from 
China, They were Fr, E, Manhart and Fr, H, Brun, both of the Bethlemits Order, the Swiss 
Congregation for Foreign Missions, and F., E, M, Stassen, of the Scheut Order, The first two 
came from Peking, where some missionaries are in prison, they said, Stassen was stationed in 
Mongolia, but had been under house arrest since July of this year, 


We hope later to review Jonn Leighton Stuart’s Fifty Years in China (Random House), It is 
being widely reviewed and a cor.siderable part of the book was reprinted in U.S. News and 
World Report, However, the chief iterest in these has been in his later years as ambassador, 
rather than in his earlier years as missionary, 


NEWS 
Two of the religions representatives in the National People’s Congress have addressed the 


| 


